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Poison bait? 
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The training 
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Å Spain, February 2014 
 
Å Arcon training method 
 
Å Getting familiar with the dog and the 
survey protocols 
 
Å Daily care of the dog 



 
How does the antipoison dog “works” 
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Å His life is his “job” 
 
Å His mission is to find what his handler is looking for 
 
Å He locates every new smell in the field (great variety 
of chemicals used in P.B.) 
 
Å He marks the finding 
 
Å Reward 



 
How does the team “works” 
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Å The dog decides the track of the survey, 
100% autonomous 
 
Å The handler just decides the survey area 
 
Å The handler is the one that has to evaluate 
the findings 
 

 



 
Before a patrol 
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Å Communication with local authorities 
 
Å Intel gathering 
- Livestock breeders, Hunters, Farmers 
- Local authorities, Environmental N.G.Os 

 
ÅIn situ examine of the survey area 
 



 
A typical patrol 
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Dressing code 
Handler: Hat, Vinyl gloves, Backpack 
Dog: Harness 
    

Equipment 
Å Reward toy 
Å Leash 
Å Camera 
Å GPS 
Å Water for the dog 
Å First aid kit 
ÅSamples collection kit  

The length of an average patrol is 2-3 Km for the handler, while 
it’s four times longer for the dog 

The duration of an average patrol is 40’-50’ but it can last up to six hours if 
findings are located 



 
Survey areas 
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Survey areas 
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Results 
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Results 
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2014 
 
 
 

Patrols No. Handler Km Patrols No. 
with findings 

No . of poisoned 
animals 

Species No. of poison baits 
 

88 205.2 20 27 17 Shepherd dogs 
(62.9%) 

4 Hunting dogs 
(14.8%) 
4 Foxes 
(14.8%) 
1 Cat 
(3,7%) 

 
 
 
 

7 

2015 
9 Poisoned animals 

25 Poison baits 

1 Passerine 
bird 

(3,7%) 

           Improved collaboration with local stakeholders 



 
Results 
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- Mean distance from an active Egyptian Vulture nest: 10.5 km 
- 83% of the incidents occur during the period of presence of the Egyptian Vulture at the area 
 



 
Results 
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Toxicological analysis 
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Center of Veterinary Institutes, Athens 

8 Samples 

5 Endosulfan (62%)  
2 Carbofuran (25%) 
1 Methomyl (13%) 



 
  Case studies 
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1) Kalochori, Kalabaka, March 2014, 8 poisoned dogs, 8Kg of poison baits 





2) Diava, Kalabaka, August 2014, 4 poisoned dogs 






