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Dogs contributing to wildlife
conservation:nti-poison dog units in
the Balkans
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oJrgentmeasurego securethe survivalof the Egyptian
vulture (Neophronpercnopteru$in Bulgariaand Greecé
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Brink of extinction
200 - 250 pairs (1980)

L4

L

100 - 140 pairs (early 1990)

Z

30-50 pairs (2008)
(Overestimation?)

v

Z
12 pairs (2012)
12 pairs (2013)
9 pairs (2014)
8 pairs (2015)
5 pairs (2016 & 2017)
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125-220million olfactory receptors
(humans only 5 million)






forConservatior

Working Dogs (@ && ,: "

http://wd4c.org/ = e ey






(e.d@ ’Oovn%ﬁﬁozﬂkﬁ

©
WWF HELLENIC ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY

.
E&r
2

TR 7) R 7
e A T 0 ;

ﬁ,_ - - o5 ol
.

‘1 Sty L fa=n
AR , 3
A Yo

g » . ! . ’ 8
94 - 'n o y b’ . Y
R B
g

LIFEO9
* NAT/ES/000533 . Poison baits detected

Poison animals
'1 D detected
|

.

Portugal Spain Greece
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Spain, February 2014

ARCON training method

l

Autonomous

10090 Focused

Motivated
a { I {itheshanallér

Location of everyiew smellin the field
(great variety of chemicals)

www.perroscontraelveneno.es

Markingof findings



Dress code
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Handler Dog

Equipment
AReward toy
AlLeash
ACamera
AGPS and collar GPS
AWater for the dog
AFirst aid kit
ASamples collection kit



Patrols w:
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e ‘
Average patrol is aboudt km,places with 5 \/

recent or new poison Incident

1 hour Up to 6 hours
without findings with findings b

The doglecidesthe route of the survey
(100% autonomous)

The handler justlecides the survey area

The handleevaluateghe findings
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KOMOTINI

ALEXANDROUPOLI
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Results
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12 Hunting dogs
(22,2%)

14 Foxes
(25,9%)

2 Griffon vultures
(3,7 %)

2 Wolves (3,7 %)
1 Cat (1,85 %)
1 Marten (1,85 %)
1 Passerine

(Carduelis
cannabina (1,85 %)



3 to 10 km to the 80% of incidents duririg
closest EV territory the EV breeding seas
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@ 0 wgg?m Results: 20142017 Central Greece
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Patrols No.| HandlerKm | Patrols No. No .of poisoned Species No. of poison
with findings animals baits

179 342 41 RS

9 Foxes
(17%)
5 Martens
(9%)
2 Wolves
(4%)
2 Cats
(4%)
2 Hunting dogs
(4%)
1 Buzzard
(2%)
1 Hedgehog
(2%)
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. Poison incidents
¥ Active territories 2016-2017
@  Patrols

3 to 10 km to the
closest EV territory

80% of incidents during
the EV breeding season

oannina
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260 569 67 107  wss " 105

23 Foxes (21,5%)

14 Hunting dogs
(13%)

6 Martens (5,6%)
4 Wolves (3,74%)
3 Cats (2,8%)

2 Griffon vultures
(1,87%)

1 Buzzard
(0,93%)

1 Hedgehog (0,93%)

1 PasserinéCarduelis
cannabing (0,93%)



Motives

A Conflicts with predators
Extermination of foxes or wolves

A Controlof feral dogs

A Personal problemdbpetween
hunters or/and shepherds
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2) Kalotichg Xanthi, November 2014, 1 poisoned dog, 1 poisoned passerir
poison baits
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Kompsatos July 2015:
7 shepherd dogsZ huntlng dogs 1 fox 1wo|f & p0|son balts
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Toxicological analysis E# i

1. Center of Veterinary Institutes, Athens:

. . _ — 24 Cases
2. Department of ForensidViedicine and Toxicology
University of Athens —
6 Endosulfan(25%)

Internationally banned
6 Hydrogen cyanide26%)

5 Carbofuran20,83%)
Banned in EU

4 Methomyl (16,66%)
2 Organophosphated;33)

1 Phorate(4,16%)
Banned in EU




Problems

ARemovingand disposabf carcasses
ASamplindor the toxicological analysis

AComplaint



Conclusions

AntipoisonDog Units

AHighlightthe illegal use of poison baits
(Irrefutable data)

Alnnovative and preventivaction by removing
from the countryside poison baits and animals



Conclusions

A80%poison incidents durinthe EV breeding
season(the most important threat)

ASeriousmpact on peopleand theireconomic
activities

AlLack of awarenedsom implicated stakeholders

AHoles in legal framework Relevant authorities
lack of tools, resources and protocols
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VERY CLOSE cooperation with stakeholgers
INFORMATION!!!!

Vovidorosikh

EAAHNIKH OPNIGOAOTIKH ETAIPEIA

ANIXNEYTHZ
AHAHTHPIAZMENQN
AOANQMATQN

nENIOTPOPH
;Afsunpondpn
iy,
MdBate yia poAes
Mda6are yia @oAeg fj dnAnTnpiacuéva n 6nAntnpiacpéva $oa atnv Unaibpo;
Cwa aTnV TEPIOXT 0ag; KaAéote dpeoa tnv Opdda Avixveuons

AnAntnpiagpévwv AcAwpdtwy:

KaA€oTe Tnv opada avixveuong 6947 610763 (24 ,.
(44 Wpes) Kal
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2554032210 (24 wpzc)
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ACooperatiorwith relevant authorities and citizens

ANeed to invest ipublic awarenesteading
towards a change of mentalityPoison = Crime

ANeed forpolitical will and commitment
A Actions to combat the illegal use of poison baits

should initially aim atesolving conflicts of
Involved social groups
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