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Status and distribution of the Egyptian 
vulture 

N.p. ginginianus 

N.p. majorensis 



 



Status of the Egyptian vulture on the 
Balkans 

 In the XIX-th century at 
Bosphorus, Turkey, 
Egyptian Vultures were 
described as migrating in 
flocks of thousands 
(Alleon & Vian 1869, 1870) 

 

 Probably at least several 
thousand Egyptian Vulture 
pairs were breeding on 
the Balkans at that time! 

 



 80 pairs in 5 countries (Bulgaria, Greece, Macedonia, 
Albania and Turkey) 

 50% decline for the last 10 years 

 Extinction expected in 30-50 years 

The Balkans today… 



Status in Africa 



South Africa 

 



West Africa 

 



 





East Africa 

The last strongholds 
of the EV in Africa 
are probably in 
Sudan, Ethiopia and 
Somalia 



 

Distribution in Ethiopia and Eritrea 



Distribution in Sudan 

 



Sudan 

 



Migration 

 



Threats along the flyway 

Poaching 

Rubbish dumps Poisoning 

Water barriers 



Electrocution 

This powerline has caused the 
death of hundreds, perhaps 
thousands EV over the last  50  
years (Angelov & Hashim 2012 ) 



Winter quarters 

 



The sad story of Spartacus… 

 



 



Threats 

Various types of poisoning 

Electrocution 

Direct persecution by humans 

Collision with vehicles 

Habitat loss and degradation 

Collision with wind turbines 



Poisoning 

 



Electrocution 



Direct persecution 

 



Collision with vehicles 

 



Collision with wind turbines 

 



Monitoring 

Our work 



Toxicology and DNA study 
Our work 



Diet study 

 

Our work 



Satellite tracking 



 

Supplementary feeding Nest guarding 



Insulation of pylons 

 



Work with local 
communities  



Education  



Expeditions in Ethiopia, Sudan, 
Oman, Turkey and Albania 



Conservation actions proposed by 
IUCN 

 Start and maintain intensive cooperation with local key stake-holders to 
ensure poison- and poaching-free zones at sites with high densities or 
congregations of the species throughout the breeding, migration and 
wintering range.  

 Build capacity in countries along the migration flyways and in the 
wintering areas 

 Insulate dangerous electricity pylons in areas where high mortality is 
recorded. Coordinate monitoring to assess trends throughout the range.  

 Establish supplementary feeding sites where appropriate, especially at 
sites where congregations of non-breeders can be supported.  

 Effectively reduce risks of poisoning through strict enforcement of poison-
bait ban and education. 

  Confiscate illegally kept live birds and use them for the purposes of 
captive breeding and future restocking and reintroduction programs.  

 In key areas of the species range, implement long term and large-scale 
education and community involvement program. 



 

Thank you for 
your attention! 
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