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WHAT HAVE WE ACHIEVED SO FAR

Spring has come again on the wings of the first Egyptian vultures returning back home from their long migration, and before diving 
into the new field season, it is good to take a moment to step back and look at how far we have progressed with our challenging work 
in the LIFE+ project “The Return of the Neophron”, a project to help one of the most endangered species on the planet. 

In 2014 we recorded the highest breeding success of Egyptian vultures in Bulgaria and Greece since the start of the project. We have 
insulated 110 dangerous pylons in Bulgaria so far, decreasing the risk of electrocution in 7 active territories of the Egyptian vulture. 
Thanks to international collaboration, a power line that was very dangerous for Egyptian vultures wintering in Sudan has been discon-
nected. About 50% of the breeding pairs in Bulgaria and Greece have been provided with supplementary food this year and their nests 

were guarded under the project. These ac-
tivities increase the availability of safe food 
for the birds, decrease the risk of poisoning 
and disturbance at the nests, and increase 
the chance of saving fledglings that fall 
from the nest. Five birds were sent to wild-
life rescue centres. Fledglings that fell from 
the nest on their first flight were found by 
nest guardians and brought back to the nest 
if needed. For the first time in the Balkans, 
anti-poison dog units were set up and are 
currently operating in the Egyptian vulture’s 
core areas in Greece reducing the chance of 
poisoning incidents. In terms of policy and 
governance, a National Anti-Poison Task 
Force was created and a National Species 
Action Plan has been developed in Greece, 
and our work in developing an international 
Flyway Action Plan is underway. 

The project is also helping in the develop-
ment of the National Rural Development 

Programme in Bulgaria for 2014-2020. Thanks to the collaboration with institutions and training seminars held under the project, two 
bird crime cases were prosecuted in 2014 and a guidebook for bird crime identification was produced. 

In terms of communication, the project website is becoming more and more popular with the general public, having been accessed 
about 34,000 times by around 21,000 users from 141 countries in 2014. For a third consecutive year, the project website provides the 
unique opportunity for public to observe the “private life” of wild Egyptian vultures via a video camera installed in their nest. We are 
continuing our work into 2015 with our full energy hoping that it will be more and more beneficial for the Egyptian vultures.

Enjoy reading!

Stoyan Nikolov
(Project Manager)

Editorial

© Franz C. Robiller
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A TURNAROUND IN THE FATE OF EGYPTIAN VULTURES IN THE BALKANS?  
by Vladimir Dobrev

Even though only 40 territories were occupied by 
Egyptian vultures in 2014, 33 of them were occupied 
by pairs who raised a total of 32 chicks - four chicks 
more than in 2013. This, in combination with the fact 
that several “floaters” (vultures with the potential to 
breed but that have not yet found a territory of their 
own) were observed during the breeding season, in 
particular a small group of floaters at a feeding site 
in Rhodopes, is keeping up the team‘s hopes that 
the salvation of the species is a mission that can be 
achieved! An old territory was re-occupied in Rho-
dopes, and even in territories that are particularly 
hazardous for the vultures, we are seeing new vul-
ture pairs form. One bird that was ringed as a young 
bird in 2010 returned to the territory where it was 
born in 2014 and has started to breed. Unfortunately 
not all territories are faring so well – the vultures’ 
northernmost territory in Lomovete is still occupied 
by only a single bird.
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SUPPLEMENTARY FEEDING AND NEST GUARDING – PROTECTING OUR DEAREST 
FRIENDS by Vladimir Dobrev

“The Return of the Neophron” project aims to increase Egyptian vultures’ breeding success and to save young Egyptian vultures at risk. 
This year we have again relied on two proven conservation tools – supplementary feeding and nest guarding.

Vultures can sometimes find it hard to find safe sources of food, which is why providing a safe food source, known as “supplementary 
feeding”, is an important measure in ensuring their survival. In 2014 a total of 16 pairs were given additional food within the project – 13 
pairs in Bulgaria and 3 pairs in Greece. 

In addition to this, the nests of Egyptian vultures are extremely vulnerable 
to disturbance, theft and destruction, which is why voluntary “nest guards” 
have been trained to monitor the nests using binoculars and telescopes. In 
2014, we managed to guard a total of 16 nests in both countries. In Bulgaria 
the breeding pairs at the 12 guarded nests produced 20 fledglings. In Greece, 
the 6 guarded nests produced 6 birds and these were all the chicks for the 
country. 

A successful fundraising campaign in Bulgaria provided the opportunity to 
involve 28 volunteers (including vounteers from USA, Canada and Lithuania) 
in the nest guarding and vulture feeding. Volunteers were active in Greece 
as well, where 8 EVS* volunteers hosted by WWF guarded the nests in the 
Dadia National Park. Mission accomplished!

* European Voluntary Service

© Vladimir Dobrev
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THE MIRACLE OF EGYPTIAN VULTURE MIGRATION AND WINTERING by Vladimir Dobrev

2014 was a year of great adventures but also a year of great loss-
es for the tagged Egyptian vultures. At the beginning of the year 
we lost Paschalis, the only juvenile who successfully crossed the 
Mediterranean Sea, just to be killed by a bounty hunter. Both Svet-
lina and Volen sadly disappeared in the sands of the Sahara. Iliaz 
remained in Africa and with his adventurous spirit he has covered 
more than 10 000 km across several African countries. Sanie stayed 
in Chad for a year with no significant movements. The new star in 
our aerial team, Castor, successfully reached Ethiopia and spent 
the winter there, showing the importance of Eastern Africa for the 
Balkan migrants. But the top headliner for 2014 has to be Dobri 
who travelled more than 25 000 km over several months covering 3 
continents and many countries. He is the first of our tagged vultures 
to return to the place where he was born and has revealed some 
truly amazing migratory routes and resting places for the species 
from the Balkans.
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A SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN TO GIVE HOPE TO EGYPTIAN VULTURES 
IN THE BALKANS by Iordanka Lukanova

The 2014 fundraising campaign “Giving hope to the Egyptian vultures in the Balkans” finished successfully. We are grateful to all 
donors who helped us collect the necessary amount for thе season! We would also like to thank all volunteers who took part in this 
unforgettable adventure!

The volunteers guarded 20 of juvenile birds in their most critical period before their first flight, monitored 12 Egyptian vultures’ nests 
and provided food for the birds. 28 volunteers took part in the activity, including people from Canada, Lithuania and the United States.

You can contribute to the conservation of this exceptional bird by donating funds for the guarding of Egyptian vultures’ nests in 2015 or 
by becoming one of our volunteer nest guardians! Visit www.LifeNeophron.eu for more information.

© Vladimir Dobrev © Volen Arkumarev
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BRITISH EGG COLLECTOR CONVICTED IN BULGARIA by Dimitar Gradinarov

In 2014 several cases of serious crime against birds were brought to court in Bulgaria. Several of these were crimes against extremely 
rare and emblematic Bulgarian species such as imperial eagle, griffon vulture and Egyptian vulture.

Until recently there were almost no examples of detected crimes 
against wild birds or animals that had been brought to court! The 
most interesting case so far has to be the British egg collector who 
had been robbing rare birds’ nests in Bulgaria, including Egyptian 
vultures’ nests. This is the first detected case of nest robbing in 
Bulgaria. In 2011 the operation started in cooperation with the 
British police, Interpol, the Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds (RSPB) and the Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds 
(BSPB). Interestingly, the culprit, Ian Ross, is an old acquaintance 
of the British authorities and before coming to Bulgaria he had 
been convicted for similar crimes in the UK and Scotland.

In 2014 he was charged with the destruction of specimens of pro-
tected species and given a suspended sentence and a fine of 5000 
leva.

LONG-LEGGED BUZZARD “DETAINED” WITHOUT PASSPORT AT KIPOI CUSTOMS 
OF¬FICE IN GREECE by Dora Skartsi

Five months after a seminar on wildlife crime was held at the Kipoi 
customs office, custom officers discovered a bird of prey in a car 
travelling from Turkey to Greece. As part of the LIFE+ project “The 
Return of the Neophron”, seminars were held in 5 customs offices 
in Evros and Rodopi focusing on bird crime, in particular the illegal 
trade and traffic of birds of prey and vultures. We were delighted by 
the prompt response of the custom officers who called WWF Greece 
immediately to identify the bird. The Forestry Service promptly re-
sponded and sent a representative who is also a member of the Life+ 
project’s steering committee. The foreign traveler was transporting a 
Long-legged buzzard (Buteo rufinus) without rings or papers to prove 
its origin. It was being taken from Turkey to England. The customs and 
forestry officers acted based on the relevant laws on smuggling and 
illegal traffic of rare species and the traveler was given a fine of 768 
Euros from Customs and a fine over 1500 Euros from the Forestry Ser-
vice. Moreover he was put before a court where he was found guilty 
of attempting to smuggle a wild fauna species and sentenced to 20 days in jail and two years’ probation and he was also charged with 
the cost of the trial. The Long-legged buzzard was seized by Forestry Service and sent to Dadia National Park.

This is the first documented case of birds of prey being trafficked at the Evros customs office. This trade is flourishing in many countries 
where the possession of birds of prey is associated with either traditional practices such as falconry or private collectors’ needs. As 
Greece is situated at the crossroads between the East and the West, the authorities need to be particularly alert to incidents like this 
and stop the trade of raptors that are caught in the Greek countryside.

© P. Babakas

© Guy Shorrock
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CONSULTATION WORKSHOP OF THE GREEK SPECIES ACTION PLAN by Victoria Saravia

Within the framework of the LIFE+ project “The Return of the Neophron”, HOS has drafted the National Action Plan for the Egyptian vul-
ture. The main objective is, of course, to halt the extinction of the species in the country - a difficult task indeed owing to the extremely 
low numbers left. In order to be endorsed by the authorities, the plan has to undergo a process of consultation among the different 
stakeholders involved in the management and conservation actions needed for the species. Hence, a consultation workshop was car-
ried out in Athens on 31st October 2014. Representatives from different bodies met together to discuss the various measures proposed 
in the Action Plan and considered to be essential to fight for the survival of the last Egyptian vulture pairs in the country. Thus, over 50 
people from different parts of Greece as well as from different bodies such as the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change, the 
Ministry of Rural Development and Food, Forestry Services, Management Bodies, etc, were present at the meeting. 

Although different problems were identified regarding the implementation of some management actions, the outcome of the workshop 
can nevertheless be considered as positive and encouraging, as all participants agreed on the necessity to urgently implement the ac-
tions proposed in the Action Plan if we are to save the ever-decreasing Greek Egyptian vulture population.
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VETERINARY DRUGS AND PESTICIDES – 
POTENTIAL PROBLEM TO VULTURES IN THE EU
by Dimitar Gradinarov

In recent decades, more and more facts on the direct and indirect effects of pes-
ticides used in agriculture in Europe have been being gathered. Birds of prey are 
particularly susceptible to poisoning by pesticides due to their high position in the 
food pyramid and their longevity, as well as their low fertility. BirdLife and other or-
ganizations are calling for the urgent introduction of new laws and other measures 
concerning the use of insecticides and rodenticides in agriculture.

As a result of the studies conducted by experts from the Bulgarian Society for the 
Protection of Birds (BSPB) in the Rusenski Lom Nature Park last spring we have 
found some problematic misuses of pesticides in agriculture.

In this regard we need to gather more information on national level and to increase 
the attention of the responsible institutions in Bulgaria. We need to work together 
on this issue with all the relevant institutions.

STRIKE AGAINST POISON! by Victoria Saravia

2014 has been an important year for the fight against the illegal use of poison baits in Greece. For the first time ever in Greece, two dog 
units specially trained to detect poison baits and poisoned animals started to patrol the Greek countryside. Anti-poison dog units are 
now widely considered as one of the best conservation tools against the illegal practice of poisoning. With their help, large areas can 
be covered to search for poison in a small amount of time. The main objective is to remove poison and dead animals from the wild, thus 
effectively cutting short the chain of death poison creates, potentially saving a large number of animals, many of them endangered – 
among them of course the Egyptian vulture.
The dog units started working in mid-March. By the end of the year the handlers had covered more than 200 km while the dogs covered 
more than 800 km, and had found 27 poisoned animals (mostly shepherd and hunting dogs) and more than 10 kg of poison baits. Accord-
ing to the toxicological analyses carried out on the samples collected, many of the poison baits contained illegal pesticides, includ¬ing 
highly toxic insecticides like Methomyl, Carbofuran and Endosulfan

2014 was only the beginning. The aim for 2015-2016 is to engage the local authorities more actively in the fight against poison, increas-
ing the efforts to deter people from perpetuating this cruel, destructive and senseless practice. Let’s hope we can manage it with the 
help of our new friends!

© Dimitar Gradinarov

© Victoria Saravia © Dimitris Vavylis
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INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP TO DEVELOP A FLYWAY ACTION PLAN TO BE HELD IN 
BULGARIA, 2015

A workshop to develop an International Egyptian Vulture Flyway Action Plan to secure the survival of the Balkan, Caucasian and Central 
Asian populations along the flyway and in the wintering grounds will be held from 5th to 8th July 2015 in Sofia, Bulgaria. The event is ex-
pected to bring together more than 50 government officials, researchers and conservationists from about 30 countries where the vultures 
breed, migrate or winter.  More information about the workshop can be found www.lifeneophron.eu/en/FAP.  
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SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS 2014
In 2014, two scientific papers were produced under the LIFE+ project “The Return of the Neophron”:

Oppel, S., Iankov, P., Mumun, S., Gerdzhikov, G., Iliev, M., Isfendiyaroglu, S., Yeniyurt, C. & Tabur, 
E. 2014. Identification of the best sites around the gulf of Iskenderun, Turkey, for monitoring the 
autumn migration of Egyptian Vultures and other diurnal raptors. Sandgrouse 36(2): 240-249. [PDF]

Abstract: Monitoring raptors along migration corridors can be used to assess changes in population size. 
The Balkan population of the endangered Egyptian vulture (Neophron percnopterus) is declining rapidly, 
but no trend information exists of the larger adjacent population in western Turkey. In September 2013, we 
explored 13 localities around the gulf of Iskenderun, southern Turkey, to establish whether long-term migra-
tion monitoring would be possible in the area. We found that the small hills north of the gulf of Iskenderun 
were consistently better for observing migration than locations at the Belen Pass, southeast of the gulf. 
Long-term raptor monitoring should be established at three points north of the gulf of Iskenderun near the 
villages of Sarimazi and Selimiye. If attended by 2–3 observers mid August–mid October, these observa-
tion points would likely allow monitoring of the majority of Egyptian Vultures migrating around the eastern 
coast of the Mediterranean Sea. Summing observations at the 13 localities, we counted 552 Egyptian 

Vultures with a peak between 10 and 24 September. In addition, we observed >50 000 individuals of 24 other raptor species, with Lesser 
Spotted Eagle, Levant Sparrowhawk, European Honey Buzzard, and Short-toed Snake Eagle being the most common.

Arkumarev, V., Dobrev, V., Abebe, Y. D., Popgeorgiev, G., & Nikolov, S.C. 2014. Congregations of win-
tering Egyptian Vultures Neophron percnopterus in Afar, Ethiopia: present status and implications 
for conservation. Ostrich, 85(2): 139–145. [PDF]

Abstract: The Endangered Egyptian vulture Neophron percnopterus congregates in communal roosts in the 
wintering areas and where food availability is high, where even a single threat might lead to substantial 
population declines. Thus, more research on the congregation sites is needed for timely detection of threats 
and effectively directed conservation measures. We studied bird numbers, use of roosting substrates and 
roosting habitat of wintering Egyptian Vultures in Ethiopia. Vultures were counted using the road-count 
technique in 2009, 2010 and 2013 along c. 600 km of roads in the Afar region. Over 1 000 individuals were 
counted each year and the sites with the highest congregations were identified. Nearly half of the birds 
were adults and the majority roosted on bird-safe types of electric pylons. Most of the Egyptian Vultures 
were found below 500 m above sea level, in bare areas, open savannas or grasslands, and their abundance 

was negatively related to the amount of cover of bush vegetation. The distribution of roosting birds was not affected by distance to human 
settlements. To avoid disastrous effects on the population of the Egyptian Vultures, we strongly recommend that the sites sheltering the 
highest numbers of roosting birds should be included in the Important Bird Area network, the use of poisons should be banned, and danger-
ous power lines should be insulated or substituted with safer types.
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TECHNICAL REPORTS 2014 
In 2014 and early 2015, three technical reports on the results from the LIFE+ project “The Return of the Neophron” were published online:

Gradinarov, D. & Difova, E. 2014. Use of pesticides, chemicals and poisons in the region of Rusenski Lom Nature Park (Lomovete 
SPA). Case study report under action A3 of the LIFE+ project “The Return of the Neophron” (LIFE10 NAT/BG/000152). BSPB, Sofia. 
16 p. [PDF]

Summary: Around 10 years ago, there were about 8 pairs of Egyptian vultures breeding in the the Ru-
senski Lom Nature Park (Lomovete Natura 2000 Special Protection Area). In 2012 there were only two 
breeding pairs  which abandoned the territory in 2014. Obviously, a systematic threat exists in the 
area. In the spring of 2014 a BSPB team visited the site to collect evidence and to evaluate the magni-
tude of the problem. The study revealed that the widespread improper use of treated seeds with plant 
protection, insecticides and the unauthorized disposal of plant protection product packaging on the 
one hand, and illegal poisoning on the other represents a very serious problem at local (and probably 
also national) level. These practices are likely to be widespread throughout the country, and seem to 
be a significant threat to many species with declining populations, whether common or endangered.

Dobrev, V., Boev, Z., Oppel, S., Arkumarev, V., Dobrev, D., Kret, E., Vavylis, D., Saravia, V., T., Bounas, A. & Nikolov, S.C. 2015. Diet of 
the Egyptian vulture (Neophron percnopterus) in Bulgaria and Greece (2005-2013). Technical report under action A5 of the LIFE+ 
project “The Return of the Neophron” (LIFE10 NAT/BG/000152). BSPB, Sofia. 28 p. [PDF]

Summary: In Eastern Europe the Egyptian vulture population is declining more rapidly than elsewhere 
but there is little information on diet composition and the relationship between diet and demographic 
parameters to inform conservation management. The technical report “Diet of the Egyptian vulture 
(Neophron percnopterus) in Bulgaria and Greece” examines whether Egyptian vulture population 
decline on the Balkan Peninsula may have been associated with dietary changes that affected breed-
ing productivity by monitoring breeding success and collecting dietary remains from 51 breeding 
territories with a total of 63 different nest sites in the period 2005–2013.

Skartsi Th., Dobrev V., Oppel S., Kafetzis A., Kret E., Karampatsa R., Saravia V., Bounas T., Vavylis D., SidiropoulosL., Arkumarev 
V., Dyulgerova S. and Nikolov S. C. 2014: Assessment of the illegal use of poison in Natura 2000 sites for the Egyptian Vulture 
in Greece and Bulgaria during the period 2003-2012. Technical report under action A3 of the LIFE+ project “The Return of the 
Neophron” (LIFE10 NAT/BG/000152). WWF Greece, Athens. 75 pp. [PDF]

Summary: A study on the illegal use of poison baits in Greece and Bulgaria was con-
ducted as part of the LIFE+ project “The Return of the Neophron”. Data were collected 
for the period 2003-2013 from face-to-face interviews with land users and agencies in 
all 27 project sites. In Greece, the use of poisoned baits was confirmed by 62.67% of 
the land users and 80.91% of the agencies, while in Bulgaria - by 7.63% of the land 
users and 27.91% of the agencies (however, it should be considered that the Bulgarian 
interviewees discussed the non-intentional poisoning mainly in the light of intensive 
use of pesticides and rodenticides - a legal action but with a negative impact on wild 
mammals and vultures). The main social groups identified as responsible for the use of 
poison baits in Greece were hunters, livestock breeders and village/urban residents, 
and for Bulgaria - farmers and livestock breeders. The main animals targeted by poi-
soning were dogs, foxes and wolves in Greece, and insects and rodents in Bulgaria. 

The main types of poisoned baits used in Greece were a piece of meat with pesticides and capsules with cyanides. A wide range of 
measures against illegal use of poison is proposed and urgent measures to control the illegal use of poisons should be undertaken in both 
countries where the last remaining Egyptian vultures still exist.

© Svetoslav Spasov

© A. Bonnetti

© Dimitar Gradinarov
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Officers from the LIFE Nature Unit of the European 
Commission - Mr. Simon Goss, Mrs. Brunhilde Rack, 
and Mrs. Silvia Barova from the Departments for 
“Natura 2000”, the “Birds” Directive, and the “Habi-
tats” Directive visited the project “The Return of the 
Neophron” during the period 22nd to 24th Septem-
ber 2014. The aim of the mission was to inspect the 
technical and financial implementation of the proj-
ect, as well as to demonstrate some of the project 
activities in the field. The visit was accompanied 
by representatives from all partner organisations in 
the project – the coordinating beneficiary Bulgarian 
Society for the Protection of Birds / BirdLife Bulgaria 
(BSPB), and the associated beneficiaries – the Hel-
lenic Ornithological Society / BirdLife Greece (HOS), 
WWF Greece, and the Royal Society for the Protec-
tion of Birds (RSPB). Mr. Stoyan Yotov from ASTRALE 
who monitors the project, and local people who are 
directly involved in the project activities also accom-
panied the visit.
During the inspection, two of the project sites: the Special Protection Area (SPA) Provadiisko-Rojaksko Plateau, and the SPA Lomovete, 
as well as the Nature Park “Russenski Lom” and the Regional History Museum in Ruse were visited. 

Over 150 non-governmental conservation organisations and zoos 
from many countries all over the world celebrated International 
Vulture Awareness Day (IVAD) on 6th September 2014. The event 
was held for the fifth consecutive year and aimed to attract the 
attention of the wider international community to the problems 
and the preservation of some of the most endangered birds in the 
world - vultures.
In Bulgaria within the LIFE+ project “The Return of the Neophron” 
the Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds (BSPB) organized 
a series of presentations in different cities of the country and lec-
tures in schools, dedicated to the alarming status of the vultures, 
especially for one of the most threatened birds in the country - the 
Egyptian vulture. An information board about the Egyptian vulture 
was placed in Provadia Municipality and models of Egyptian vul-
tures were made in the Rousse Regional Museum of History. In 
Madzharovo, “The City of Vultures”, volunteers welcomed visitors 
to the Nature Conservation Center of BSPB, “Eastern Rhodopes”, 
demonstrating the new exhibition, dedicated to the biodiversity of 
the Eastern Rhodopes and the wonderful vulture’s world.

HOW BSPB CELEBRATED INTERNATIONAL VULTURE AWARENESS DAY 2014  
by Iordanka Lukanova

A MISSION FROM THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION TO THE LIFE+ PROJECT “THE RE-
TURN OF THE NEOPHRON” by Iordanka Lukanova

© Stoyan Nikolov

© Stoyan Nikolov
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WHO AM I

Dimitar Gradinarov, Bird crime officer, Bulgaria

As a kid I was always fascinated by nature and as I got older, 
I focused my attention to specific groups of animals. At some 
point I realized birds are one of the most interesting and in-
credible creatures that exist on earth. Among all the birds, 
birds of prey are really the one that captured my imagination 
in a very big way! I was simply mesmerized by them. In 1993 
I become a member of BSPB and bird conservation became a 
very important part of my life.

Over the last 7 years I have participated in many different 
BSPB projects and each of them has been focused on the con-
servation of a different species of birds of prey. “The Return 
of the Neophron” is one of the most interesting projects that I 
have had the opportunity to work on.

Alkis Kafetzis, Field researcher, Greece

In a world where the voiceless are invisible, any day that is 
spent fighting for their rights is a day spent well! I am lucky to 
work as part of an international group of like-minded people 
that struggle for the Egyptian vulture across borders.

In this project my field is not so much the mountains and 
the forests but the communities that live close by. The day I 
took to the streets of Sapes with the children from the town’s 
primary school to tell people about the Egyptian vulture will 
always bring a smile to my face. We started from the school 
and headed towards the open market, just a few hundred 
meters away. The children were holding a banner that urged 
people to take action in favour of the species. All of a sud-
den, quite unexpectedly and without any prompting, the kids 
started chanting “Egyptian vulture, OLE OLE OLE”, all together, 
at the top of their voices. A couple of hours passed before we 
reached the town’s main square where we hung out the ban-
ner. The chanting never stopped! I’m sure it is something the 
town will never forget!
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MADZHAROVO (BG0002014) - ANCIENT VOLCANOES, TOWERING CLIFFS, SOARING 
VULTURES by Iordanka Lukanova

The landscape in the Madzharovo Special Protection Area was formed millions of years ago by an ancient volcano, sculpted by the 
deep, narrow valley of the Arda River. The steep mountain slopes and towering rock massifs, located in the Eastern Rhodope Mountains 
between Borislavtsi village and the town of Madzharovo are home to at least 174 bird species; 40 of which are included in the Bulgarian 
Red List, and 78 have conservation significance on a European level. Lush mixed broadleaf forests give way to shrubs, grassland and 
stretching sandy riverbanks in a unique and spectacular interchanging mosaic of vegetation. These make the area globally significant 
as a representative site of the Mediterranean biome.  Madzharovo is among the most important sites in Bulgaria for the protection and 
conservation of birds of prey, in particular the globally threatened Egyptian vulture. One of the two colonies of griffon vulture in the 
country are found here. About 7% of the area 
is protected by national legislation and in 1997 
the area was declared an Important Bird Area 
by BirdLife International.

Visitors are welcome to learn more about the 
spectacular nature and the work being done to 
protect it in Madzharovo at the BSPB’s Nature 
conservation centre “Eastern Rhodopes”.

ANTICHASIA MOUNTAINS AND METEORA 
(GR1440005) by Roula Trigou

Forested mountains and hills with impressive rocky formations and 
monasteries built on their peaks characterise the Antichasia Moun-
tains and Meteora. The area is covered by extensive broadleaved 
deciduous forests with majestic oaks, shrubland, grasslands and 
riparian forests in the valleys which form a unique mosaic of eco-
systems. This site is one of the most important areas for raptors in 
Greece. Characteristic of the area is the continued practice of exten-
sive livestock breeding and low intensity primary sector activities. 

This site is important for breeding raptors and species associated 
with forest and open upland habitats. The area was once renowned 
for hosting the largest Egyptian vulture population in Greece, but nowadays only three pairs of the species remain. Other important 
species breeding in the area are the Black stork, the Lesser kestrel, the Black kite, the Short-toed eagle, the Levant sparrowhawk, the 
Long-legged buzzard, the Lesser spotted eagle, the Booted eagle and the Roller.

Human activities include forestry, livestock breeding, agriculture and recreation. Both religious and cultural tourism, as well as ecotour-
ism in recent years and alternative tourism such as mountain climbing, constitute an extremely important source of income, especially 
for the city of Kalampaka. 

The illegal use of poisoned baits, the closure of the illegal landfill of Kalampaka and the gradual abandonment of traditional land uses, 
including the gradual reduction of livestock breeding and improved conditions of animal hygiene, have contributed to the collapse of 
the Egyptian vulture population in the area. 
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NEW COMIC TELLS THE STORY OF LAZAROS by Iordanka Lukanova and Yana Kazakova 
Download in [PDF].

© Yana Kazakova

© Yana Kazakova

http://www.lifeneophron.eu/download/pages/114/Lazaros_WEB-comics_EN.pdf
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